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 And this word was hid from them.  Jesus speaks to the Apostles about his coming 

humiliation, death, and resurrection - and they didn't understand.   They didn't see how the great 

things that He promised would be accomplished if He was to suffer like this … they understood 

not the things that were said.  Even if they could have grasped the concept of His dying and 

rising, they could not hope to see what the bigger picture was - how the prophecies were being 

fulfilled, how the life that God had spoken about from time immemorial was an eternal one in his 

Body, how the freedom from slavery was a spiritual freeing, how the pascal sacrifice that the 

celebrated each year was only a symbol of the one sacrifice to be made by the Lord’s own Lamb 

who was standing before them.  And this word was hid from them. 

 How many times in our own lives is the Word hid from us?  How many times do we see 

the course of events that the Lord is permitting and we do not see how it could come to a good 

conclusion?  How many times do we miss connections to the past and not yet see connections in 

the future that will make it all make sense.  But, seeing the connections, or our ability to grasp 

events do not limit what God can do.  Because we cannot see does not mean that God cannot do, 

because we do not understand does not mean that there is not something to be understood.  As if 

to illustrate this point, in the wake of the confused reaction of the Apostles, Jesus is met 

immediately by a blind man.  How appropriate.   Notice that this man does what the Apostles did 

not - he asks to be given sight.  The whole group of Apostles do not understand what Jesus is 

saying, they are blind to the greater significance of His words - but they don’t ask to be given 

sight- they don’t even ask for clarification.  The blind man plainly asks to be given sight - and 

Jesus gives it to him without delay.  He asks for Jesus to have mercy - and He does have mercy 

on him. 

 The point is to illustrate the power of Jesus to open eyes.  How many of us have not 

asked Jesus to open our eyes regarding the great mysteries, or to help make sense of these things 

in our life that don’t make sense to us.   But we have to be careful about what we expect will 

follow when we ask for spiritual sight.  Jesus’ power is used at His own discretion and when the 

timing is correct - not because we demand it.  If may be that the time is not right for us to know, 

it may be that it would be too much for us to take, or we would be unduly distressed by the 



knowledge, and in love and mercy He does not open our eyes.  It may be that the struggle to 

understand is exactly what we must be going through at this time so to build our faith.  If the 

prayer is not answered as immediately as the blind man’s was this does not diminish in the least 

Jesus power to open eyes, it does not negate the wonders of God’s mysterious actions.  If the 

Apostles had said to Jesus, “open our minds now so that we can understand everything you were 

just saying,” He likely would not have done it.  They needed to follow (as we also must) in faith, 

not because we have it figured out.   Not because Jesus has proved Himself to our satisfaction.  

The Apostles had to learn (as we do) that you follow Jesus even when you don’t get it, even 

when you block yourself from understanding, even when He withholds the vision because it’s 

not the right time to know.   Us having it figured out, us grasping God’s reasonings is not a 

requirement of discipleship.  All that is required is to follow in faith. 

 We therefore follow in faith, yearning to see.  We follow in faith studying the mysteries in 

prayer and holy reading to open up our minds.  We follow in faith because we are confident in 

the love and mercy of Jesus - and we know that when the time is right He will show us what it is 

we need to know.  We have that same hope St. Paul has in the Epistle: We see now through a 

glass in a dark manner … but then I shall know even as I am known.  He looks forward to a full 

understanding that he trusts the Lord will give him at a later time.  Therefore we live our lives - 

always partly blind - knowing that the full healing of our blindness will take place after our 

death.  We live in Faith, Hope, and Love.  Faith that what Jesus says is true, faith that the great 

plan of God is wondrously being played out; hope in that plan, hope that God will keep us safe in 

this life and that one day all will be made clear; yearning in love for the one who is Love itself, 

and who has the power to do all things.  In this Faith, Hope, and Love we look towards that day, 

that when all that is left is Love, we shall see all things.


